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needed. From the time when the first warning arrived it was ordered
that the galleys5 tender should go out each afternoon with six soldiers
to do sentinel duty at Boca Chica, returning each morning to the
city.
Ash Wednesday, the i gth of the aforesaid month, in the morning,
this tender came in with news that a small boat had entered by
Boca Chica. This boat belonged to an advice-ship, Bias Gonzalez,
master, which the night before had anchored elsewhere, outside the
port, having been unable to make the harbour. It brought certain
despatches from His Majesty warning of the approach of the English.
This same day about noon, the enemy's fleet was descried. It
followed the coast on the course taken by Spanish armadas and
fleets as far as the channel or entrance to the port called Boca
Grande. The wind was very favourable to the enemy.
By this time the six companies above mentioned were out upon
the beach, as many of their men as could be assembled being in their
places. It was later learned from certain of the English leaders that
the display looked to Captain Francis and his officers to be about
1000 effectives. The soldiers of the galleys went to their posts on
board these vessels.
When he had arrived inside the harbour the Englishman came to
anchor, meeting with no resistance and making no noise or dis-
turbance. They say Captain Francis ordered out 1000 men. Although
some declare they were fewer and others insist they were more, this
is the correct number, as was learned from the enemy's campmaster
sergeant major1 and vice-admiral.
Our people never supposed (p. 5) that the enemy would attempt
anything until the next day, Thursday, soth of the month, after
some preliminary demands and answers; but that same day,
Wednesday, in the early part of the night he landed his party at
Hicacos Point, three quarters of a league from the city. With these
1000 men whom Captain Francis [set ashore] his campmaster
sergeant major and other officers formed their column, and when it
had been formed they say he told them that there they were, a
thousand men, and that they were going to take that city; that they
must take it or die rather than return without taking it, for, he
assured them, they would not be readmitted to his vessels [unless
they did take it] and that he would hang any man who should
attempt so to retreat. He told them that, judging by what he had
observed that afternoon, the city's defenders were about another
*By Campmaster sergeant major" the writer seems to mean one man, pre-
sumably Lieutenant General CarleilL